
Kerr-McGee Chemical Corp – Columbus Superfund Site 
Columbus, Mississippi

Cleanup Continues at the Pine Yard
June 2019

90 tons Wooden
Railroad Ties

Pine Yard 
Cleanup Progress

L E T T E R

72,637 tons Creosote-Contaminated Soil

844 tons Brush and Stumps

Note:
This chart shows removal volumes 
both by weight (in tons as noted) and 
by number of truckloads as 
represented by the following graphics:
Small truck = 10 truckloads
Medium truck = 100 truckloads
Large truck = 1,000 truckloads

The Greenfield Environmental Multistate Trust (Multistate Trust) presses on with removing 
creosote and contaminated soil from portions of the Pine Yard of the Kerr-McGee Chemical Corp 
— Columbus Superfund Site (the Site).

We excavated the following materials and disposed of them at the Golden Triangle Regional 
Landfill through June 13, 2019.

Our Progress by the Numbers

358 tons Concrete 
Debris
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Keeping Our Neighbors Safe

Monitoring Steps

1
We monitor dust and VOCs 
in 30-minute increments 
throughout the workday. 
These results are combined 
to produce the Time-
Weighted Average shown 
in these graphs.

Step

2Step
For dust, if any reading 
exceeds the action level 
(blue line) threshold (10 
milligrams per cubic 
meter), the air will be 
monitored continuously for 
15 minutes. If readings 
continue to exceed the 
blue line action levels, 
personal respiratory 
protection will be worn by 
all on-Site workers. For 
VOCs, if the reading passes 
2 parts per million and 
remains above the blue line 
action level for more than 
10 minutes, work will be 
suspended until readings 
return to normal levels.

3Step
For dust, if any reading 
exceeds the red line action 
level threshold (15 
milligrams per cubic meter  
for dust), air respirators may 
be used.

The Multistate Trust team has continued to track air and dust continuously while cleanup 
activities are underway. The following graphs and steps explain how the Multistate Trust 
team measures dust and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) each work day at the Pine 
Yard and Former Plant site. The graphs show that no action levels have been exceeded as 
of Day 141 (June 13, 2019).

Note: on day 33, there were not enough samples to calculate a time-weighted average.
The maximum value that day was 0.022 milligrams per cubic meter.
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Call Our 24-Hour 
Hotline

Report odors, dust, and other concerns 
quickly or ask questions by calling the 

Multistate Trust at 662-288-4412.

The Multistate Trust issues this 
newsletter periodically to keep the 

community informed of our progress.

Please send an email to lg@g-etg.com or call 
414-732-4514 to sign up for the next edition of 

this newsletter.

Keeping Our Neighbors Informed
The Operable Unit 1 (OU-1) Record of Decision (ROD) was signed by EPA on May 6, 
2019. The OU-1 ROD presents the selected remedy, excavation and off-site disposal, for 
the soils above the water table in the Pine Yard. EPA issuance of this document is a major 
milestone in the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act (CERCLA) process and is available for review at the document repository at the 
Columbus-Lowndes Public Library (314 7th Street North; in the Historical Room) and at the 
Site’s Community Resource Building (2300 14th Avenue North).

Our Progress in Pictures
These pictures show the removal of contaminated soil from the Pine Yard. Soil is taken off-
site in large lined trucks and replaced with clean (red) soil.
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For more information, visit https://Columbus.GreenfieldEnvironmental.com

Charles King
404-562-8931
king.charlesl@epa.gov

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Thomas Wallace
601-961-5240
twallace@mdeq.ms.gov

Multistate Trust
Lauri Gorton
414-732-4514
lg@g-etg.com

Kerisa R. Coleman
404-562-8831
coleman.kerisa@epa.gov

The Multistate Trust Team
The Multistate Trust is addressing contamination at the Site in Columbus under the oversight
of EPA in coordination with MDEQ.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

PUBLIC NOTICE OF
CLASS 1 PERMIT MODIFICATION

PERMIT TERMINATION

HAZARDOUS AND SOLID WASTE AMENDMENTS (HSWA) PERMIT (August 1, 1995)

FORMER KERR-MCGEE/TRONOX WOOD TREATING FACILITY
2300 14th AVENUE

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 39701
EPA I.D.#: MSD 990 866 329

You are hereby notified that The Greenfield Environmental Multistate Trust LLC, operating in its 
representative capacity as Multistate Trustee, requested, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

approved, a Class 1 permit modification to terminate the federal permit originally issued on August 1, 
1995, to satisfy the investigation and cleanup requirements found in the 1984 Hazardous and Solid 

Waste Amendments (HSWA) to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).

Prior to this modification to terminate, the 1995 HSWA Permit had been administratively continued 
pursuant to 40 C.F.R. § 270.51 and over the years transferred to two permitees: 1) Tronox Incorporated 

(Tronox) – 2006 to 2011, and 2) Greenfield Environmental Trust, LLC, the current owner of the Columbus 
facility and the Trustee for the cleanup funds – 2011 to Present.1

Termination of the HSWA Permit is protective and administratively feasible because the long-term 
investigation/cleanup of the facility is occurring under EPA oversight and pursuant to the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), commonly known 
as Superfund. Specifically, the HSWA permitted facility is now on the National Priorities List as a 

Superfund Site (see Federal Register / Vol. 76, No. 180 / Friday, September 16, 2011).

This notice is being provided pursuant to 40 C.F.R. § 270.42(a)(1)(ii) and Rule 1.16 of the Mississippi 
Hazardous Waste Management Regulations. For additional information regarding the matter, please 

contact Lauri Gorton of the Multistate Trust at (414) 481-8508, or Wesley S. Hardegree of the 
EPA-Region 4 (Atlanta) at (404) 562-9629.

1 For a complete history of the Tronox bankruptcy, litigation and Trust creations, please visit the following EPA website: 
https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/case-summary-tronox-incorporated-bankruptcy-settlement
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